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“The Children's Rights Centre supports the total abolition of all forms of violence against children.  We are 
appalled that members of the Gender Equity Commission should make a submission endorsing the use of 
physical punishment at home for “reasonable chastisement”, when any violence is against children’s rights.  
It is an inexplicable stand, taking into consideration, too, that violence in the home is so often gender-based.”  
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“I recommend that the CGE … read Sue Gerhard's " Why Love Matters; How affection shapes the Baby's 
Brain" for an excellent review of fairly recent research on how stress, neglect and abuse/corporal 
punishment contribute to later stress-related disease, mental illness, violence against others and crime in 
later life. And how affirming love and careful emotional regulation in childhood produces mentally healthier 
adults. 
  
I believe that the most important intervention to effect positive social change in South Africa in future would 
be parent education on how to affirm and regulate children's developing psyche's constructively - without 
abuse and co-ercive fear!  I believe that this could have profound positive effects on reducing the levels of 
crime, improving marital, couple and family relationships and improving the economic productivity and levels 
of creative responsibility in this country. 
  
I believe that to allow formerly abused and culturally misguided parents to perpetuate the cycle of abuse 
trans-generationally would be a tragic and costly mistake. But one cannot effectively prohibit or end 
something as important as "discipline" without transforming it and replacing it positively. If corporal 
punishment is criminalised, the perpetrators need remedial education or psychotherapy, not further abusive 
and punitive treatment by the state.  
  
I strongly support Rapcan's stance.”  
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“No child deserves even 'moderate' assault by those s/he must trust to keep him/her safe.  
 
Furthermore, different people have different ideas of what 'moderate' is - in my experience there are plenty 
of people who consider a beating with belt or stick that completely terrifies the child and leaves welts and 
bruises but breaks no skin to be 'moderate'!  Can you imagine trying to explain to a child "nobody may hit 
you, except your parents, and they may only hit you when it is reasonable to do so and the punishment is 
moderate." We may as well not bother! How are children to be able to tell the difference between 'moderate 
punishment' and 'assault', and be able to gauge when or when not to ask for outside help for themselves or 
their siblings? If we intend to empower children to protect themselves and each other, we need to keep 
things clear cut: ‘nobody has the right to hit you, not even your parents.’  Period.” 
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