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1 Focus Group discussion with RAPCAN court supporters 13 May 2006 and Authors direct 
experience with adolescent sexual offence complainants over period September 1999 to 
November 2005. 
2 Muller, K An Inquisitorial Approach to the Evidence of Children  
3 Saywitz, K.J. and Nathanson, R. 1993. Children's testimony and their perceptions of stress in 
and out of the courtroom. Child Abuse and Neglect. 17:613.��
Hill, P.E. and Hill, S.M. 1987. Videotaping children's testimony: An empirical view. Michigan Law 
Review. 85:809-833 
4 Focus Group discussion with RAPCAN court supporters 13 May 2006. 
5 Court Supporter Parrow Court Cape Town 13 May 2006 
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In the S v Staggie and Bosch in the Cape High Court SS131 of 2001, Sarkin AJ found: 
“The ability of the accused to have a fair trial must be protected at all times. The ability of the 
accused to adequately cross-examine the witness must also be protected. This can be achieved 
in these circumstances.” 
�
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In Klink v Regional Court Magistrate NO and Others 1996 (3) BCLR 402 (SE) at 448C−D it is  
noted that: 
“the accused's right to a public trial is not violated merely because the complainant gives 
evidence in a separate room. Nor does this provision result in the infringement of any other 
constitutional right of an accused person to a fair trial”.  

���
In Klink the court found at 447C−D that the: 
“enshrinement of the right to a public trial ensures that secret trials employed by totalitarian 
states will not be tolerated under the Constitution: but it does not guarantee the right of the 
accused and the witness to be physically present in the same room.” 
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